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ferns mtc; a global power owing to its capability to adapt into the highly technological f
eORsscE ;13 aspect:s of the world. The snake charmers, the erotic sensibilities, barbaric traits
things of past, India has become a global nation. Globalization has led to the rise of econo

>S,.

mic

stabilities among the general Indian mass. On the other hand, it has led to the death of native

culture(s), sensibilities, identities etc. Aravind Adiga has explored various notions

about

g%obalization in the Booker prize-winning novel The White Tiger. The present paper aims 0
discuss the concepts of globalization in light of Aravind Adiga’s novel The White Tiger.

Key Words: Globalization, Hybridity, Individual Identity, Class Struggle, Native Culture,
Economic Power, Neo-colonialism

Introduction

Aravind Adiga came into limelight through
his Booker Prize-winning novel The White
Tiger (2008) at the fortieth edition of the
Man Booker Prize ceremony. He was the
third (fourth, according to some sources)
Indian to win this prestigious award. He is a
postmodernist writer known for exposing
the unfortunate indecencies, threatening
shades of malice, a shady game of politics
and social shameful acts pervasive in
Postcolonial India. He is a trademark
postmodern novelist who depicts defilement,
disparities and the social indecencies that
endure notwithstanding India's motto of
advancement and thriving .i.e. striving under
the pangs of globalization. Adiga was a
student of English Literature at the

“_’—:___
University of Columbia, New York .Adiga

is also an alumnus of Magdalene College,
Oxford. Adiga worked as a freelance
journalist and he was also associated with
Time magazine where he filled in as a South
Asian correspondent for a long time.
Adiga’s article has appeared in topmost
daily like The Times of India Financial
Times, Sunday Times and New Yorker.
Adiga’s second novel Last Man in Tower
(2011), narrates the story of a retired school
teacher Mr Yogi A Murthy fighting the real
estate sharks in Mumbai and protecting his
old world ethical values and norms. Beside
these two novels, Adiga has been credited
with another novel known as Selection Day
(available for pre-orders in Amazon) and a
collection of twelve inter-linked short
stories, known as  Between The

Assassinations.
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Gurgaon and Noida. They are the urban poor
suffering from tuberculosis and living in an
utter state  of unhygienic spaces. The
protagonist one visits the posh mall and
slowly walks towards the slum behind those
malls and provides a hard-hitting description
of the horrific lifestyle of the urban poor:

These people were building homes for
the rich, but they lived in tents
covered with blue tarpaulin sheets and
portioned into lanes by lines of
sewage. It was even worse than
Laxmangarh. I picked my way around
the broken glass, wire, and shattered
tube lights. The stench of faeces was
replaced by the stronger stench of
industrial sewage. The slum ended up
in an open sewer — a small river of
black water went sluggishly past me,
bubbles sparkling in it and little circles
spreading on its surface. Two children
were splashing about in the black
water. (Adiga, 259-260)

Ania Loomba explains the notion of
Sisyphus stratum in her book Colonialism
and Postcolonialism in connection with
feminism and globalization, where she
Cxplained that in spite the progress of
me of the third world country, the
ine population of the previously

mp?"a - up behmd the Iarge malls of‘

-----

where he comes up with thc age-, 1d
tradition of Indian people to serve the other.
He mocks that India’s so-called glorious
past, which never existed, just like Wole
Soyinka mocks the so-called outstanding
pre-colonial past of Africa in A Dance Of
The Forests (1960). While addressing to Mr
Jiabao, Balram writes that:

When you get here, you’ll be told we
Indians invented everything from the
Internet to hard-boiled eggs to space-
ships before the British stole it all
from us. Nonsense. The Greatest thing
to come out of this country in the ten
thousand years of its history is the
Rooster Coop. (Adiga, 173)

Sisyphus stratum is applicable in Adiga’s
The White Tiger, where the people living in
darkness in spite of migrating towards the
urban township and tirelessly toiling oy

up with a reason for th:t‘s-‘ h@
mind-sets of the lower
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