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Abstract

Traffic police have a high risk of hearing loss due to road traffic noise exposure. Here estimates are made
of typical sound levels prevailing at the work place environment of traffic policemen and measures obtained -
of the hearing status of policemen The study focused on the traffic policemen working for 10-12h daily in a
noisy environment. Data on self-reported health status was collected by questionnaire and an audiometry
used to determine hearing threshold at high and low frequencies. Eighty-four percent of the sample
reported hearing loss and defined at least some difficulty in hearing by one or both ears. The prevalence
of audiometric hearing impairment defined as a threshold average greater than 25dB(A) hearing level
was 80% for binaural low frequency average (250, 500 and 1000 Hz), 70% for binaural mid-frequency aver-
age (1000, 2000, 3000 and 4000 Hz) and 46% for binaural high frequency average (3000, 4000, 6000 and
8000Hz) in the traffic policemen.
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1. Introduction

Road traffic is a major source of noise in urban areas. It produces disturbance and inversely
impacts people more than other forms of noise (Dix, 1981). In India, noise emitted from traffic
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